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Reading: Formality and Bias

Instructions
• Answer all questions.

• Answer questions on separate paper if required.

Information and Advice
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets – use this as a 

guide on how long to spend on each question.

• Read each question carefully before you answer it.

• Check your answers.



Source A: 

Turn over ►



Source B:

Turn over ►



Q1 Looking at Source A and Source B, what are the two main differences in the texts? 

a) Source A is more formal and more biased than Source B

b) Source A is more informal and less biased than Source B

c) Source A is more formal and less biased than Source B 

d) Source A is more informal and more biased than Source B 

[2 marks]

Q2 Give 2 examples from Source B which illustrate the level of bias in the text.

[2 marks]

Q3 Source B has a more …….. tone, which contributes to the level of ……. in the text. 

a) Informal, unhappiness 

b) Conversational, impartiality

c) Personal, bias 

d) Impersonal, bias

[1 mark]

Q4 Source A uses lots of …….., which contributes to the lack of …… in the text. 

a) Facts and figures, formality 

b) Facts and figures, bias 

c) Personal pronouns, impartiality 

d) Bullet points, bias 

[1 mark]

Q5 When reading Source A and Source B, why is it important to identify bias? 

[1 mark]

Q6 What is the writer’s argument in Source B? 

[1 mark]

Q7 Look again at your answer to Question 6. Does the writer’s argument here add bias 

to the text? Explain your answer. 

[2 marks]

Q8 Give 2 examples of formal language in Source A.

[2 marks]
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