
 

All the material in this publication is copyright © NCFE. 

 

NCFE Level 2 Functional Skills Qualification in 
English (603/5054/4) 
 
Paper Title: Level 2 Functional Skills Qualification in 
English: Reading 

 
Paper number: P001243 
 
Time allowed: 1 hour 
 
Learner instructions 
• Use black or blue ink. 
• Answer all questions. 
• Read each question carefully. 

• Write your responses in the spaces provided. 
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Document 1 
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Section 1 

The questions in this section refer to Document 1. 

This section has a possible 8 marks available. 

Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 
 

 

1 
 

 What best describes the tone of Document 1? 
[1 mark]  

  

  
A Amusing  

  
B Balanced  

  
C Sarcastic  

  
D Righteous  

   
  Answer   

 

2  State two meanings that Sara Reilly could be implying by using the term ‘fast’ 
fashion instead of ‘throwaway’ fashion? 

[2 marks] 
   

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

B

It can change quickly.

It is not necessarily wasteful or negative.
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3  Give one reason why the writer has used each of the following organisational 
features. 

a) Bullet points 
[1 mark] 

   

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  b) Footnote 
[1 mark]    

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

4  
a) What is the main point made by Document 1? 

[1 mark] 
   

   

 

   

 

 

  b) The writer believes that throwaway fashion is here to stay. Give two examples 
from the document that support this opinion. 

[2 marks] 
   

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

To clearly separate and emphasise statistics about throwaway fashion

To explain what 'GDP' means

To show that fashion has a negative impact on the environment

have gone'

'The days of people buying clothes and keeping them/ wearing them for years 

'It sould seem unlikely that throwaway fashion is going to disappear soon'
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Document 2 
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Section 2 

The questions in this section refer to Document 2. 

This section has a possible 9 marks available. 

Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 

 

5  Give two words that identify the style of writing used in Document 2. 
[2 marks]    

   

 

   

 

 

6  In paragraphs 2 and 3, the writer repeats questions beginning with ‘what?’ and 
‘why?’ several times. Give two reasons why she has done this. 

[2 marks] 
   

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

7  Give one example of each of the following features being used to present a 
negative image of throwaway fashion. 

a) Emotive language 
[1 mark] 

   

   

 

   

 

 

  b) Personal experience 
[1 mark]    

   

 

   

 

 

  

Persuasive and conversational

To emphasise her strong feelings about the waste involved in throwaway fashion

To encourage the reader to think about throwaway fashion

'utterly ridiculous'

'like that one I had to step over this morning!'
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8  What is the meaning of the word ‘spilling’ as used in Document 2? 
[1 mark]    

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

9  Identify one example of each of the following in Document 2. 

a) Fact 
[1 mark] 

   

   

 

   

 

 

  b) Opinion 
[1 mark]    

   

 

   

 

 

  

It means overflowing, and emphasises the amount of waste there is.

'I have a knitting machine'

'no one will remember what you wore last week anyway!'
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Document 3 
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Section 3 

The questions in this section refer to Document 3. 

This section has a possible 6 marks available. 

Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 

 

10  When was the discussion forum started? 
[1 mark]    

   

 

 

11  Why does Shefali feel hurt by some of the comments which have been made? 
[2 marks]    

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

12  What can be inferred from ‘FashionQueen’ about how she feels from her 
contribution to the discussion forum? 

[2 marks] 
   

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

13  Give one example of information that bold text helps the reader to find. 
[1 mark]    

   

 

   

 

  

2010

She does not agree that cheap items are always poor-quality.

She feels as if people are trying to drive her into unemployment.

She feels upset by the comments people have been making about her.

She feels as if she has been pressured to buy 'fast fashion' items, and she 

blames social media for this.

The name of the website
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Section 4 

The questions in this section refer to multiple documents. 

This section has a possible 7 marks available. 

Answer all questions in the spaces provided. 
 

14  Compare the views expressed in Document 3 with those of Document 1, and 
how these views are conveyed. 

[3 marks] 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Please turn over 

contrast, Document 3 presents a range of opinions about fast fashion, including  
is an online discussion forum, including the opinion that social media is driving 
the fast fashion industry. These views are communicated through informal and 
colloquial language like 'my mates' birthday parties' and 'cos'. 

2015'. This gives the newspaper article a formal and authoritative tone. The use 
of specialist words such as 'GDP' also contributes to the informative purpose. In 

Document 1 presents the view that fast fashion may have a negative impact on 

tonnes of carbon emissions were produced by the global fashion industry in 
points to give a range of quotes from experts, facts, and statistics like '1.2 billion 
the environment, but a positive impact on the economy. Document 1 uses bullet 

passfunctionalskills.co.uk



 

14 

15  Analyse all three documents and explain which document is the least biased. 
[4 marks] 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

[Total: 30 marks] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the end of the assessment.

 

Document 1 is the least biased, as it gives a balanced view of the fast fashion 
industry, acknowledging both environmental drawbacks and economic benefits. 
The writer uses a range of facts and statistics like '235 million items of clothing 

fashion is positive or negative, instead stating that 'whatever the impact...it would 
were sent to landfill last year' and does not present a conclusion on whether fast 

seem unlikely that throwaway fashion is going to disappear soon'. 

Document 2 is the most biased, as only one point of view is presented. The writer 
argues that the fast fashion industry is negative, and uses personal experiences, 
and emotive language such as ‘utterly ridiculous’  to make her point. This gives the 
letter a persuasive tone, highlighting its biased nature.

Document 3 gives a range of somewhat biased opinions that are generally in 
favour of fast fashion. Personal experiences are used to support arguments rather 
than facts and statistics, and some of the contributors are biased as they have a 
vested interest in the industry- Shefali says ‘I’ve worked at Main Street Fashion 
for nearly 10 years now’. 
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